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August 29, 1913 1838 

Tuberculosis Establishment and Maintenance of County Sanatoria. (Chap. 500, 

Act Apr. 25, 1913.) 

Section 1. Method of establishing. — The board of county commissioners of any county 
in this State or the boards of county commissioners in any group of counties in this 
State shall have and are hereby granted and given power, with the advice and approval 
of the advisory commission of the Minnesota Sanatorium for Consumptives, to establish 
and maintain as hereinafter provided a sanatorium for the treatment and care of per- 
sons affected with tuberculosis, provided that said power so granted shall be exercised 
as follows: 

a. Such sanatorium may be established by a majority vote of the commissioners of 
such county or a majority vote of the commissioners of each such group of counties 
whenever and in cases where the amount of the cost of construction to be paid by such 
county or group of counties shall not exceed such sum as may be raised by a tax levy 
of not to exceed one mill on the dollar of the taxable property of any such county or 
group of counties. 

b. When the cost of constructing said sanatorium shall exceed the amount specified 
in subdivision " a " hereof, or whenever it is necessary to issue the bonds of such county 
or any county in any such group of counties to defray the cost which such county or 
any of such counties are required to pay under the terms of this act, then and in all such 
cases the questions of (1) whether such sanatorium shall be established (and when nec- 
essary) (2) whether such bonds shall be issued to defray any county's portion of the 
cost thereof shall be submitted to the voters of such county or, if more than one, to 
the voters of each of such counties requiring a hond issue, and the sanatorium shall 
not be established or bonds issued therefor unless a majority of the voters of such 
county, or, if more than one, of each such county voting thereon shall vote in favor of 
each proposition submitted to it or to them. 

c. The board of county commissioners of any such county, or, if more than one, the 
board of county commissioners of any such counties shall have the power and au- 
thority in any case to submit the question to the voters of any such county or counties 
in the way and manner provided in this act and in the event that the cost which the 
county, or, if more than one, the counties will be required to pay for the erection of 
such sanatorium under this act shall be less than an amount equal to the amount which 
can be raised in any such county or counties by a tax levy of one mill on the dollar of 
the taxable property of each such county or group of counties and the commissioners 
of any such county or counties shall decide not to construct the same under the power 
herein contained, on a petition of not less than 5 per cent of the freeholders of such 
county or counties, such question shall be submitted to the voters of such county or 
group of counties, and if a majority of the voters of such county or a majority of the voters 
of each county of such group of counties voting thereon, vote in favor thereof then such 
sanatorium shall be erected hereunder an d a tax levied if necessary to pay the cost which 
such county or counties are required to pay under this act, which tax shall be extended 
and collected as herein provided. 

Provided, That any county or group of counties which has heretofore commenced 
proceedings to erect a sanatorium or taken any steps preliminary thereto may by a 
resolution of the board of county commissioners thereof, adopted by a majority vote 
of said board of county commissioners or each board of county commissioners, as the 
case may be, determine to proceed under the provisions of this act and may continue 
hereunder and complete such sanatorium and be entitled to all the provisions and 
benefits provided for in this act. 

Provided, however, That the said sanatorium when so constructed shall in all respects 
conform to the requirements of this act. 

The board of county commissioners of any such county or the board of county com- 
missioners of each of such group of counties, if more than one, erecting such sanatorium 
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under the provision of this act, may, by resolution, create a fund to be known as the 
"sanatorium fund;" and such funds maybe raised by taxation at the time of deciding 
to erect such sanatorium under this act or at any time subsequent thereto, or if sub- 
mitted to the people at the first meeting of the board of county commissioners, after 
the people of said county or counties shall have voted to erect the same, and the 
amount so determined by said board to be raised by taxation shall be levied by the 
county auditor in addition to all other taxes authorized by law, and shall be extended 
on the tax lists and collected as other county taxes; and this provision shall be con- 
strued to vest in the county commissioners of such county or counties, as the case may 
be, power to levy a tax to pay interest and principal of any bonds authorized here- 
under as the same shall come due and become payable, and the said tax shall be 
levied, extended, and collected in the same way and manner as other county taxes are 
levied, extended, and collected, and shall be used for no other purpose, provided 
that no institution established under this act shall have less than 20 beds. 

The question as to the establishment and maintenance of the sanatorium, or issuance 
of bonds therefor, may be submitted at a general or special election; if at the general 
election the notices of such election shall state that the questions will be voted upon 
and the provisions for taking such vote shall be made upon the blue ballots furnished 
therefor, as in the case of other questions, and the result shall be canvassed and returned 
in like manner; if at a special election, such election shall be ordered by resolution 
of the county board and the procedure for, at, and after such election shall be substan- 
tially and as far as applicable the same as provided for in sections 399 to 403, inclusive, 
of the Revised Laws of 1905, and the county auditor, upon the passage of the necessary 
resolution, shall proceed as in said sections provided. If the proposition is to affect 
more than one county, then the necessary action shall be taken by the county board 
and county auditor of each county affected. If funds are to be borrowed from the 
State, the procedure outlined herein shall be sufficient for that purpose, instead of 
those provided for in chapter 122, General Laws of 1907. 

If the bonding proposition should carry at any such election at which both propo- 
sitions are voted upon, and the other proposition should fail to carry, no bonds shall 
be issued to provide money for the establishing or maintaining of a sanatorium until 
at some future election at which the question is properly submitted, and a majority 
of the votes cast upon the question shall have been in favor of the establishing and 
maintaining of such sanatorium. Where more than one county is involved the 
result of the vote on the question or questions submitted in each of said counties, shall 
bo certified by the county auditor thereof to the county auditors of the other counties 
interested. 

The amount of taxes to be raised in any one county for the construction of any such 
sanatorium hereunder, shall never exceed an amount equal to the amount which may 
be raised by a tax levy of one mill on the dollar of taxable property in such county. 

Sec 2. Local and State commissions — Powers and duties. — Upon the decision to 
establish and maintain a tuberculosis sanatorium under this act, the county commis- 
sioners of any county shall appoint a commission consisting of three members, resi- 
dents of the county, at least one of whom shall be a licensed physician. These mem- 
bers shall be chosen with reference to their special fitness for such office and the 
appointment of said licensed physician before becoming effective shall be approved 
by the State board of health. Under the first appointment one member shall be 
chosen to hold office for 1 year, one for 2 years, and one for 3 years, all from the first 
Monday of the next July following such appointment, and thereafter one member 
shall be chosen each year to serve for a period of 3 years commencing with the first 
Monday in July in each year, respectively, and each appointee shall hold office until 
his successor is appointed and qualified. This commission shall be known as the 
county sanatorium commission. Its members shall serve without compensation but 
133 
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shall be entitled to reimbursement for all necessary expenses incurred by them in 
connection with their official duties. 

Said county sanatorium commission shall have full charge and control except as 
hereinafter provided, of all moneys received for the credit of the tuberculosis sana- 
torium fund hereinafter described and full charge and control of the location, estab- 
lishing, and maintenance of any sanatorium building constructed under this act and 
shall make such regulations concerning the same as may seem to it advisable, but no 
site shall be secured and no buildings erected or equipped without the approval and 
consent of the advisory commission of the Minnesota Sanatorium for Consumptives, 
and before final action is taken the plans and specifications shall be submitted to the 
State board of health for approval as provided by section 2131, Revised Laws of 1905. 
The State board of control shall have full power and control over the construction 
and equipment of any such sanatorium whose establishment has been determined 
upon by said county sanatorium commission as hereinafter provided. 

Said county sanatorium commission may when deemed necessary appoint and em- 
ploy with the approval and consent of the advisory commission of the Minnesota 
Sanatorium for Consumptives a competent superintendent who shall employ other 
necessary help at a compensation to be determined by the county sanatorium com- 
mission. Said superintendent shall be the executive officer of the sanatorium and 
he shall act as secretary of the county sanatorium commission. One member of said 
commission shall be elected annually by the commission as its president. 

Sec. 3. Union of two or more counties. — Two or more counties may unite in acquir- 
ing, establishing, equipping, and maintaining such sanatorium, and in such case said 
commission shall be composed of three members chosen from the county in which 
said sanatorium is to be located, as provided for in section 2, and two members shall 
be chosen from each of the other counties interested by the county commissioners of 
each such county; under the first appointment one member shall be chosen to hold 
office for 1 year and one for 2 years from the first Monday of the next July following 
such appointment and thereafter one member shall be chosen each year to serve for 
a'period of 2 years, commencing with the first Monday in July each year, and each 
appointee provided for in this section shall hold office until his successor is appointed 
and qualified. 

Sec. 4. State aid — Control of funds. — A county or group of counties wishing to es- 
tablish a sanatorium as indicated in section 1 shall through the board or boards of 
county commissioners appropriate one-half the necessary funds in apportioned amounts 
as hereafter provided for the establishment, construction, and equipment of the same 
and may issue bonds therefor in the manner provided by law for the issuance by 
counties of bonds for other purposes. The State treasurer shall pay out of the funds 
hereafter provided under this act one-half the cost of the erection and equipment of 
each such sanatorium, including cost of site, which payment shall be made in the 
manner provided by law for the payment of expense incurred by the State board of 
control in the erection and equipment of public buildings; provided that the amount 
contributed by the State toward the cost of the erection and equipment of each of 
such sanatorium, including cost of site, shall not exceed $50,000. Whenever any 
such sanatorium has been erected and equipped said county sanatorium commission 
shall have full charge and control of the maintenance ol the same, but may confer 
with the State board of control with reference thereto or respecting the purchase of 
supplies therefor whenever it desires so to do, and said State board of control shall 
aid in the securing of favorable contracts for the purchase of supplies when so called 
upon. Said county sanatorium commission shall determine by resolution each year 
prior to July 1 the amount of money necessary for the maintenance of such sanatorium 
during the following year, and a certified copy of such resolution shall be forthwith 
forwarded to the board or boards of county commissioners, and such board or boards 
may in their discretion at the regular meeting in July include the properly approved 



1841 August 29, 1913 

and apportioned amount in the annual levy of county taxea. In no case shall the 
amount of such levy in anyone year exceed 1 mill on the dollar of assessed valuation. 
For the maintenance of each free patient treated in the sanatorium, the sum of $5 per 
week shall be paid to said county or group of counties by the State treasurer out of 
funds appropriated under this act, which payments shall be made monthly upon 
warrants of the State auditor, drawn upon the State treasury, provided that the 
president and executive secretary of the advisory commission of the Minnesota 
Sanatorium for Consumptives certify that the institution has been properly conducted. 

In case two or more counties unite in a decision to establish a sanatorium, the 
county sanatorium commission shall apportion by resolution one-half of the estimated 
total cost of site, erection, and equipment, and the estimated total cost of maintenance 
for the ensuing year between or among said counties, and designate the amount to 
be raised by each county, which said apportionment shall be based approximately 
upon the respective population of said counties as determined by the last previous 
Federal or State census. When so apportioned said commission shall forward to the 
board of county commissioners of each county a certified copy of such resolution, and 
each county board shall then proceed to pay if it has funds available for that purpose 
or to make a tax levy for the amount apportioned to its county. All moneys collected 
or received for such sanatorium purposes except cost of site, erection, and equipment 
shall be deposited in the treasury of said county or counties to the credit of the tuber- 
culosis sanatorium funds, and shall not be used for any other purpose and shall be 
paid out in a manner provided by law for other county expenses by the proper officers 
of said county or counties upon the properly authenticated vouchers of the county 
sanatorium commission, signed by the president and secretary thereof, and all moneys 
collected or received to be used toward the payment of the cost of site, erection, and 
equipment of such sanatorium shall be sent by each county treasurer to the State 
treasurer to be placed to the credit of said sanatorium, and shall be paid out in the 
manner as in this section provided for other payments toward cost of site, erection, 
and equipment of said sanatorium. 

Sec. 5. Financial supervision. — Such county sanatorium commission shall file 
monthly, on or before the 15th of each month, with the State auditor reports 
of all its financial transactions for the preceding month, and the public examiner 
shall examine all the books and accounts of said county sanatorium commission per- 
taining to its financial transaction at least twice a year and make report thereof to 
the governor. 

Sec. 6. Charges — Free patients. — The county sanatorium commission shall fix the 
amount to be charged for the care, treatment, and maintenance of each patient. When 
a patient is unable to pay said charges and has no kindred legally liable therefor from 
whom payment can be secured, said patient may be admitted without charge or a 
patient by whom or for whom continued payments can not be made may become a 
free patient. Any individual resident of the State, residing outside of a county or 
counties maintaining a tuberculosis sanatorium, may apply for treatment in any sana- 
torium established under this act, or any city, village, town, or county may so apply 
on behalf of any of its charges, and such patient may be cared for therein upon payment 
of a weekly sum to be fixed by the county sanatorium commission provided that the 
advisory commission of the Minnesota Sanatorium for Consumptives shall approve 
of the admission of such patient and the sum so fixed. 

Sec. 7. Admission. — Any resident of a county or counties maintaining a tuberculosis 
sanatorium, who is afflicted with pulmonary tuberculosis, whether in the incipient or 
advanced stage, is eligible for care in such sanatorium and may apply for admission 
thereto, or anyone may apply on behalf of any such individual and the superintendent 
shall when conditions so warrant admit said person to such sanatorium for care and 
treatment, it being the intention that applications for residents of a county or counties 
where a sanatorium is located shall have precedence over applications for nonresi- 
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dents, but preference shall always be given to patients in the most advanced stages 
of the disease . The superintendent of each county sanatorium shall keep lists of appli- 
cations (resident and nonresident) numbered respectively in the order in which they 
are received. When the conditions warrant the admission of another patient the 
superintendent shall give to the applicant who is first upon the resident list, or if there 
be no resident list then to the applicant who is first upon the nonresident list, an 
order for examination, directed to one of the county's examiners of the State sanato- 
rium to determine that said applicant is afflicted with tuberculosis. The fee for each 
examination by an examining physician shall be $3, payable out of the funds of the 
sanatorium for which the examination is made. 

Sec. 8. Private donations. — The county sanatorium commission is empowered to 
accept as a trust any gift, donation, or funds from any source, whether subject to the 
special provisions of the donors or not, and such gifts, donations, or funds, shall be 
placed to the credit of the tuberculosis sanatorium fund in the treasury of the county 
in which the sanatorium is located, and shall be disbursed as provided for under 
section 4. 

Sec 9. Executive secretary — Expenses of State commission. — The advisory commission 
of the Minnesota Sanatorium for Consumptives is authorized to employ in connection 
with the carrying out of the purposes of this act, an executive secretary, and such other 
assistants and office help as may be necessary. It shall fix their compensation, which 
together with the necessary office and traveling expenses, not to exceed $10,000 per 
annum, shall be paid by the State treasurer out of funds appropriated under this act 
by the warrant of the State auditor. 

Sec 10. Counties having already let a contract. — Any county which has hitherto 
established, built, and equipped, or let the contract for building a sanatorium under the 
provisions of chapter 347, Laws of 1909, may by resolution of its county commissioners 
make application to come under the provisions of this act, and when the institution 
and the manner in which it is conducted meet with the approval of the advisory 
commission of the Minnesota Sanatorium for Consumptives the State auditor shall 
draw his warrants upon the State treasurer in favor of such county in the sum equal to 
$500 for each bed provided for a patient in such sanatorium at the time such application 
is made, and the State treasurer shall pay such warrant out of the funds in the State 
treasury provided for in this act. 

Sec 11. Counties having already levied a tax. — Any county or group of counties that 
has heretofore under chapter 347, General Laws of 1909, levied a tax or otherwise pro- 
vided for the establishment of a sanatorium which has not been built and equipped 
may by resolution of the proper board or boards of county commissioners come under 
the provisions of this act and receive the State aid herein provided for a county or 
counties that may hereafter comply with the provisions hereof by depositing in the 
State treasury for the credit of its county sanatorium one-half of the estimated cost of 
the site, erection, and equipment thereof, and the county treasurer or treasurers upon 
the adoption of such resolution shall forthwith forward such amounts to the State 
treasurer. 

Sec. 12. Counties having boards of control. — In all counties of this State now or here- 
after having a board of control of hospital and charitable funds, the members of such 
board of control shall constitute such commission, and shall perform the duties pre- 
scribed by this act, as part of their duties as members of such board of control and 
without additional compensation. In such counties the superintendent shall not be 
secretary of said board or commission, but the secretary of such board of control shall 
perform the duties imposed by this act upon the secretary of the county sanatorium 
commission without additional compensation. 

Sec. 13. Members of local commission must qualify. — Wherever in this act the words 
"sanatorium, " "county sanatorium," or "county sanatorium commission" are used, 
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the same shall apply to a sanatorium or commission whether the sanatorium in ques- 
tion is one for a county or a group of counties. Each member of a county sanatorium 
commission shall before entering upon his duties take the oath provided by law and 
give a bond to be approved by the board of county commissioners of the county 
wherein such member resides in the sum of 15,000 to the State of Minnesota, condi- 
tioned as provided for in chapter 107, General Laws of 1909, which said bond shall 
be filed with the board of county commissioners of such county. 

Sec. 14. Repeal section. — All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are 
hereby repealed, provided, however, that any county or counties that have here- 
tofore established, built, and equipped, or contracted for building a sanatorium 
under the provisions of chapter 347, General Laws, of 1909, shall continue under said 
law until the provisions of section 10 hereof have been complied with. 



